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Week Ending Friday, May 3, 1996

Message on the Observance of
Eid al-Adha
April 26, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Eid al-Adha.

An observance of sacrifice and a celebra-
tion of faith, Eid al-Adha is a sacred day for
Muslims in our nation and around the world.
On this special day, the entire global Muslim
community joins in spirit with those who
have traveled to Mecca to complete the Hajj.

The Festival of the Sacrifice reminds all
of us of the need for obedience to God,
prompts us to reflect on God’s mercy, and
gives participants a welcome opportunity to
join with friends and family in a community
celebration of faith. In commemorating this
holy day, Muslims in America and in coun-
tries around the world serve as a source of
strong faith that can enrich our lives and
strengthen our common values.

Best wishes for a memorable and meaning-
ful observance.

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic Reception
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
April 26, 1996

Thank you very much. Come on up, Con-
gressman—give Congressman Borski a hand
for going to his daughter’s soccer game. Give
him a hand. [Applause]

One of the things you need to know if
you’re in public life is how to make a proper
entrance. [Laughter] And Bob just qualified.
Actually, I saw him this morning. We were
both out running at Fort McNair in Washing-
ton, DC, and he said he’d be here tonight.
And I thank him for keeping his word.

Thank you, Congressman Chaka Fattah,
for that powerful introduction and for your
great service. Thank you, Congressman Tom
Foglietta, for your friendship and your sup-
port. Thank you, Gussie, and thank you,
Mina Baker Knoll, and thank you, Joe Kohn.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman Fowler, for all
the endless nights that you go back and forth
across America in search of the magical
chemistry of victory, not just for our party
and our candidates, but for the kind of Amer-
ica we’re fighting for. And thank you, Mr.
Mayor, for proving that the Democratic Party
can be the party of the future and the party
of all the people, the party of compassion
and competence, the party of the mind, and
the party of the heart. Thank you all.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am deeply moved
by this large outpouring. As President Ken-
nedy used to say, I am deeply touched, but
not so deeply touched as you are tonight.
[Laughter] I thank you for your support, and
I thank you for your commitment to your
city, your State, and your country. Pennsylva-
nia and Philadelphia have been very, very
good to me. And as all of you know, this State
and this part of our State has a special place
in my wife’s heart and her family history. And
we’re delighted always, either one of us, to
have a chance to come.

I think you know why we’re here, or you
wouldn’t be here. But let me just say again
very briefly, when I ran for President in 1992
and the State of Pennsylvania gave Bill Clin-
ton and Al Gore its electoral votes, when
Philadelphia gave our ticket a larger margin
than President Kennedy received here in
1960, we had a very straightforward vision
for our country, a vision for what we wanted
America to look like in the 21st century and
what we wanted America to be like for all
the children that are here.

First, we wanted a country where every
person who is willing to work for it, without
regard to their race, their income, or their
background, could have a chance to live out
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